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Doctor of Philosophy, Agricultural and Applied Economics, July 2008
Virginia Polytechnic Institute & State University (Virginia Tech), Blacksburg, VA, USA

Master of Science, Agricultural and Applied Economics, May 2004
Virginia Polytechnic Institute & State University (Virginia Tech), Blacksburg, VA, USA

B.S. Agricultural Business Management, Summa Cum Laude, July 2002
University of Arkansas, Fayetteville, Arkansas.

Associate Degree, Agricultural Business, Cum Laude, June 2000
Dimitris Perrotis College of Agricultural Studies, Thessaloniki, Greece.

Professional Experience

Professor, Department of Agricultural and Applied Economics, University of Georgia,
2022 - present.

Associate Professor, Department of Agricultural and Applied Economics, University of
Georgia, 2014 - 2021.

Assistant Professor, Department of Agricultural and Applied Economics, University of
Georgia, August 2008.

Instructor of Economics, Department of Agricultural and Applied Economics, Virginia
Tech, Spring 2007-2008.

Graduate Research Assistant, Department of Agricultural and Applied Economics,
Virginia Tech, 2002-2007.

Research Experience and Achievements

Research interest

My primary research interests include labor economics, development economics, and the
evaluation of the impacts of new technologies and policies in agricultural production,

agribusiness and other important sectors of the economy.
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Teaching
Teaching Interests

My goal in teaching is to provide the students not only with the necessary knowledge from the
course, but more importantly, to provide concrete example of how what they learn is applied and
it is useful in real life. I strive to bring current and past examples on how the knowledge obtain
can make a difference and be very useful. I also emphasize working with peers and assign
challenging group projects that will better prepare for them for what lies ahead.

Courses Taught
AAEC 3580: Intermediate Economics Principles

This course is designed to build upon the principles course with the intent to further
investigate consumer and producer theory and how efficiency and equity impact social
welfare. General equilibrium and welfare economics are introduced and investigated
under alternative market structures and economic systems. The insight which elementary
mathematics affords the study of economics is explored.

AAEC 3690: Agribusiness Finance

This course is designed to teach financial concepts and analysis related to agribusiness
firms including: firm’s financial environment, analysis of financial statements, time
value of money, risk and return, asset valuation, capital budgeting.

AAEC 3911: International Agribusiness and Environmental Management

The class is a study abroad class in Greece designed to provide a spherical view
regarding the causes and the aftermath of the 2009-2018 financial crisis in Greece with

respect to the agribusiness and financial sector.

FYOS 1001: Biopharming and Other Biotechnology Innovations from an Economic
Perspective

This course is designed to provide an overview of biopharming, other past and current
developments of biotechnology applications and intellectual property rights.



Awards and Grants

Peanut Innovation Lab, United States Agency for International Development (March
2019 — February 2022, Role: Co-PI), $350,000 with Bradford Mills, Katim Toure, and
Pierre Diatta. Retaining next-generation farmers in the Senegalese Groundnut Basin. (to
Kostandini, $95,000)

International Maize and Wheat Improvement Center, (January 2016 — July 2017, Role:
PI), $50,000. The effects of drought tolerant maize and wheat varieties on the livelihoods
of smallholder farmers in sub-Saharan Africa.

Global Center for Food Systems Innovations Grants Abstract, Michigan State University,
(February 2014 — June 2015), Role: Co-PI), $100,000 with Bradford Mills, Steven Omamao,
Anthony Murray, Carlo Azzari and Zhe Guo. Analysis of integrated agricultural system,

migration, and social protection strategies to reduce vulnerability to climate change in East
Africa.

Peanut Mycotoxin Innovation Lab, United States Agency for International Development
(October 2013 — December 2017, Role: Co-PI), $1,000,000 with Greg MacDonald, Tim
Brenneman, Dan Brown and Robert Kemerait. Production to consumption — technologies
to improve peanut production, processing, and utilization in Haiti.

Sustainable Agricultural Research and Education, United States Department of
Agriculture, (August 2011 - August 2013, Role: Co-PI), $230,000, with Walid Alali,
Steven C. Ricke, Phil Crandall, Casey Owens, Divya Jaroni, and Suzanne Welander.
Assessing the food safety, environmental safety and economic feasibility of mobile
poultry processing units.

Peanut Collaborative Research Support Program, United States Agency for International
Development (September 2010 — December 2012, Role: PI), $324,365, with Bradford
Mills, Johnny Mugisha, Velma Zahirovic-Herbert, Awere A. Dankyi, and Augustine
Langyintuo. Impact assessment for the Peanut Collaborative Research Support Program.

International Maize and Wheat Improvement Center, (August 2010 — July 2011, Role:
PI), $23,530. The effects of drought tolerant maize and wheat varieties on the livelihoods
of smallholder farmers in sub-Saharan Africa.

International Maize and Wheat Improvement Center, (August 2009 — July 2010, Role:
PI), $22,967. The effects of drought tolerant maize and wheat varieties on the livelihoods
of smallholder farmers in sub-Saharan Africa.

Office of Vice President for Research, University of Georgia, Distance Education Mini
Grant, (October 2010 — December 2012, Role: PI), $3,000.

International Maize and Wheat Improvement Center, (August 2008 — July 2009, Role:
PI), $22,530. The effects of drought tolerant maize and wheat varieties on the livelihoods
of smallholder farmers in sub-Saharan Africa.



Invited Presentations

University of Georgia — Fall 2007

Biotechnology in Developing Countries Conference, University of California, Berkeley —
2009

University of Georgia, Consumer Economics — Spring 2009

University of Minnesota — Spring 2010

CIMMYT, Mexico — Spring 2010

Symposium on “The Changing Landscape of Farm Labor Conditions in the United
States: What the Future Hold and How to Prepare for It”, USDA/Farm Foundation, Santa
Cruz California, Spring 2024.

Michigan State University Farm Labor Conference, Lansing, MI, November 2025.
Montana State University, Bozeman, MT, February 2026.

Professional Memberships

American Economic Association

Southern Agricultural Economics Association
American Agricultural Economics Association
Agricultural Economics Society

Association for Public Policy Analysis & Management



