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Timeline for ARC and PLC Election and Enrollment

Although the election between ARC and 
PLC is optional, enrollment in the program 
is required to be eligible for the payments. 

The deadline for re-election and 
enrollment between ARC and PLC is April 
15, 2025. 



ARC - Agriculture Risk Coverage

• ARC – CO ( ARC – County) 

• ARC – IC (ARC – Individual) 

PLC – Price Loss Coverage

ARC and PLC Programs
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ARC/PLC election and 
enrollment for 2025 
April 15, 2025

2025

2025/2026 Marketing 
Year Begin

2025/2026 Marketing 
Year Data Released

2025/2026 Payment
After October 1, 2026

Picture source: Liu, Y., Rabinowitz, A. N. & 
Lai, J. H. (2019). Eligibility and Payments 
under the 2018 Farm Bill PLC and ARC 
Programs. Department of Agricultural and 
Applied Economics, University of Georgia. 
Report No. AGECON-19-12PR. November 
2019.

2026



ARC – CO Program

ARC payments are made on 85% of base acres.
If the Average Market Price for any given year is lower than the Effective Reference Price, the 
Effective Reference Price will be used to calculate the 5‐Year Olympic Average Market Price. 



PLC Payment Calculation

Total PLC Payment = PLC Payment Rate 

       × PLC Payment Yield 

         × 85% of Base Acres2

PLC Payment Rate = Effective Reference Price - Higher of MYA1 Price
                                               or Loan Rate

1MYA – Marketing Year Average
2Base Acres for a specific covered commodity



2025 Effective Reference Prices 

Commodity
FAPRI Projected Price 
for 2025/2026 Crop

Effective Reference Price

Wheat $5.79 $5.56 Bushel
Corn $4.13 $4.26 Bushel
Grain Sorghum $3.84 $4.51 Bushel
Soybeans $9.65 $9.66 Bushel
Peanuts $505.4 $535 Ton
Seed Cotton $0.342 $0.367 Pound

Given the current price outlook – where producers may expect to receive some assistance 
from PLC. 
• Corn, Grain Sorghum, Soybeans (Maybe), Peanuts, Seed Cotton



Implications for STAX

Beginning with the 2019 crop year, 
those who participate in PLC/ARC for 
the Seed Cotton Base Acres will be 
ineligible for STAX.

• On farms with little (or no) seed cotton base, be sure to 
take a close look at area-wide policies like STAX. 

• Scenario: plant 160 acres of cotton on a farm with 80 acres 
of soybean base and 80 acres of peanut base.  

• One Option: The producer can purchase STAX on 160 acres 
of cotton and enroll all 160 acres of soybean/peanut base 
in ARC/PLC.



Implications for SCO

Those who participate in ARC for the 
Base Acres for A Covered Commodity 
will be ineligible for SCO for that 
commodity.

• Scenario: plant 160 acres of cotton on a farm with 80 acres 
of soybean base and 80 acres of peanut base.  

• One Option: The producer can purchase SCO on 160 acres 
of cotton and enroll all 160 acres of soybean/peanut base 
in ARC.
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ARC or PLC, Which one is Better?

• Deciding between the ARC and PLC is a farm by 
farm decision. 

• Depends on:
– Your farm’s PLC payment yield

– Your county’s historical yield (past five years)

– Historical marketing year average prices (past five 
years)

– Current year’s county yield

– Current year’s marketing year average price

– Historical Irrigated Percentage



ARC-CO/PLC Decision Aid
https://www.afpc.tamu.edu/

https://www.afpc.tamu.edu/


ARC-CO/PLC Decision Aid

https://afpc.tamu.edu/tools/farm/farmbill/2018/

https://afpc.tamu.edu/tools/farm/farmbill/2018/




















Using the Decision Aid

– If you need help for any reason with the 
Decision Aid call:

   

  Texas A&M University Agricultural and Food 

   Policy Center

979-845-5913
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Georgia Row Crop Insurance Dates 

Commodity
Sales Closing

Date
Projected Price 

Date Range
Harvest Price
Date Range

Corn 2/28/2025 01/15 - 02/14 08/01 - 08/31
Grain Sorghum 2/28/2025 01/15 - 02/14 08/01 - 08/31
Soybeans 2/28/2025 01/15 - 02/14 11/01 - 11/30
Peanuts 2/28/2025 01/15 - 02/14 10/01 - 10/31
Seed Cotton 2/28/2025 01/15 - 02/14 10/01 - 10/31



2025 Georgia Row Crop Insurance 
Projected Prices

Commodity Type Name Projected Price Unit

Cotton $0.69 Pound
Corn $4.66 Bushel
Grain Sorghum $4.67 Bushel
Peanuts Runners $491 Ton
Peanuts Spanish $790.4 Ton
Peanuts Virginia $564.6 Ton
Soybeans $10.6 Bushel

Practice Type: Conventional 



Crop Insurance Options for Cotton 
Cotton Crop Insurance Type Trigger Standalone

Deep Loss Programs

Yield Protection (YP) Individual Farm Yield Yes

Revenue Protection (RP) Individual Farm Revenue Yes

Revenue Protection, Harvest Price 

Exclusion (RP-HPE)

Individual Farm Revenue Yes

Shallow Loss Programs

Supplemental Coverage Option (SCO) Area County Yield or County 

Revenue

No

Enhanced Coverage Option (ECO) Area County Yield or County 

Revenue

No

Stacked Income Protection (STAX) Area County Revenue Yes, and can be 

purchased as an add-on 

Policy

Stacked Income Protection (STAX), 

Harvest Price Exclusion (STAX-HPE)

Area County Revenue Yes, and can be 

purchased as an add-on 

Policy

Additional Programs

Area Risk Protection (ARP) Area County Yield or County 

Revenue

Yes

Hurricane Insurance Protection – Wind 

Index (HIP-WI)

Area Hurricane or Tropical 

Storm Incidence and Wind 

Speed

No

31Chong, Fayu, Yangxuan Liu, and Hunter Biram. “Exploring Diverse Crop Insurance Options for Cotton Producers.” Southern Ag 
Today 3(51.3). December 20, 2023.



Cotton Enrollment Acres of Crop Insurances in GA
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Source: Data from USDA RMA



2024 GA Cotton YP and RP Coverage Levels and Enrollment Acres
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GA Cotton Enrollment Acres of STAX
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Crop Insurance Options for Peanuts 

Cotton Crop Insurance Type Trigger Standalone

Deep Loss Programs

Yield Protection (YP) Individual Farm Yield Yes

Revenue Protection (RP) Individual Farm Revenue Yes

Revenue Protection, Harvest Price 

Exclusion (RP-HPE)

Individual Farm Revenue Yes

Shallow Loss Programs

Supplemental Coverage Option (SCO) Area County Yield or County 

Revenue

No

Enhanced Coverage Option (ECO) Area County Yield or County 

Revenue

No

Additional Programs

Hurricane Insurance Protection – Wind 

Index (HIP-WI)

Area Hurricane or Tropical 

Storm Incidence and Wind 

Speed

No
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Peanuts Enrollment Acres of Crop Insurances in GA
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2024 GA Peanuts YP and RP Coverage Levels and Enrollment Acres
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ARC/PLC and Crop Insurance

With the current projected prices on crop insurance, ARC 
or PLC enrollment makes more economic sense than STAX 
for cotton.

Producers who would like to increase their coverage level 
(higher than their current selected coverage level for YP 
and RP) can explore the option of adding ECO or SCO. 

• Those who participate in ARC for the Base Acres for a Covered 
Commodity will be ineligible for SCO for that commodity.



2025 Subsidy Rates for Crop Insurance 
Products

Coverage 
Level

RP and YP SCO ECO STAX

Basic & Optional Units Enterprise Units

50% 67% 80% 65%

55% 64% 80% 65%

60% 64% 80% 65%

65% 59% 80% 65%

70% 59% 80% 65%

75% 55% 77% 65% 80%

80% 48% 68% 65% 80%

85% 38% 53% 65% 80%

90% 65% 80%

95% 65%



Do You have 
any 
Questions?

• Feel free to contact me: 

• Yangxuan (Serinna) Liu

• Associate Professor

• University of Georgia

• (229) 386-3512

• Yangxuan.Liu@uga.edu 

mailto:Yangxuan.Liu@uga.edu
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