
USDA Rural Development Overview
Programs Servicing Rural Georgia

www.rd.usda.gov

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA).



One USDA, Seven Mission Areas

• Farm & Foreign Agricultural Services
• Food, Nutrition & Consumer Services

• Food Safety
• Marketing & Regulatory Programs
• Natural Resources & Environment
• Research, Education & Economics

• Rural Development (highlighted for 
emphasis) 
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Rural Development is one of seven mission areas of the USDA.



Rural Development Offices

• Rural Development
• Rural Business-Cooperative Service
• Rural Housing Service
• Rural Utilities Service
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Rural Development’s services are delivered through three agencies.



Rural Business-Cooperative Service (RBS)
Energy Programs

Energy Programs
Rural Energy for America Program (REAP) 

• Renewable Energy Systems & Energy 
Efficiency Improvement Loans & Grants

• Energy Audit Grants & Renewable Energy 
Development Grants

• Advanced Biofuel Payment Program

• Biorefinery, Renewable Chemical, and 
Biobased Product Manufacturing Assistance 
Program
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Our energy programs offer funding to complete energy audits, provide renewable energy development assistance, make energy efficiency improvements and install renewable energy systems. We have programs that help convert older heating sources to cleaner technologies, produce advanced biofuels, install solar panels, build biorefineries, and much more. USDA Rural Development is at the forefront of renewable energy financing, with options including grants and guaranteed loans..



The Rural Energy for America Program (REAP)
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REAP offers grants and guaranteed loans to help agricultural producers and rural small businesses improve their energy efficiency and lower their  costs, and to install renewable energy systems, such as solar.More and more landowners are beginning to generate solar production for sale to the “grid”.



Who is Eligible?

Agricultural Producers
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Individuals or entities that receive 50 percent or more of their gross income from agricultural production – crops, livestock,  aquaculture, forestry operations, dairies, etc.



Who is Eligible?

Rural Small Businesses
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Located in rural area or non-metro communities of 50,000 population or lessPrivately owned for-profit small businesses - as defined by the Small Business Administration (SBA)



Kinds of Assistance

Grants and loans are available for  
installation of renewable energy  
systems such as solar arrays.
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Renewable energy systems may be eligible for up to 25% of project costs, with a maximum grant amount of $500,000.Grants may be awarded alone or be combined with guaranteed loans, which would be secured from your preferred financial institution.



How Do I Earn Income From Solar?

Selling Power to 
the Grid
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Contact your electric company to negotiate the amount they will pay you per kWh.  Research installation costs with reputable solar installation companies.  Check with your financial planner for any tax incentives.  Take into consideration increases in property taxes and insurance on your land, operation & maintenance costs after the project is complete, and other relevant factors.  All these things will help determine whether a solar array on your land is cost-effective. 



Contact Information
Assistance under USDA Rural Development  programs is available to all agricultural 
producers, and small business applicants in areas designated as “rural.” Under law, 
the definition of “rural area” is different for each program.   For the Business & 
Cooperatives Program rural is defined as a population of 50,000 and under.

For information on our REAP Energy Program and for Grant Applications contact:

North Georgia South Georgia
Joe Anderson Chris Young
(706) 552-2560 (229) 520-3481
joseph.anderson@usda.gov lance.young@usda.gov

Please visit our website at:  www.rd.usda.gov

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.
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Contacts for REAP in Georgia

mailto:joseph.anderson@usda.gov
mailto:lance.young@usda.gov
http://www.rd.usda.gov/


QUESTIONS?
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Questions?
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